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Psyc 402 Project - Overview
• Goals 
• Proposal 
• Data collection 
• Analysis 
• Paper
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Psyc 402 Project Goals
• Literature Review 

• two kinds of articles 
• Creating new test measures 

• writing two test questions 
• Reliability of your measures 

• which kind? 
• Validity of your measure 

• convergent 
• divergent (discriminant) 

• APA writing
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Project - Proposal
• Pick a field and sub-field 

• get 1 Review journal article 
• Pick a construct to measure 

• get 1 Original Research article 
• Design two 1-item tests to measure your 

construct 
• Write Proposal: 1-2 pages, 2 tests, 2 articles 
• Due Wed Oct 29th 
• Note: late submissions may not be included 

in survey
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Psyc 402 - Survey
• Your 2 questions must be format that can be 

done on website (e.g. multiple choice, 
Likert, etc) 

• All students will take the test answering all 
questions 

• Anonymity 
• Additional Data 

• Demographics: gender, age, GPA. 
• Midterm 1 and Midterm 2 scores 
• NEO-FFI (5 factors) 

• You can use any data you wish
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Psyc 402 Project - FAQ
• APA Format 
• Length 

• Proposal : about 2 pages (500 words) 
• Paper : about 8 pages (2000 words) 

• How to find Original Research that includes a 
test?  Use references or citation index. 

• Survey Question Format: 
• Ordinal or Interval/Ratio Scale (numerical) 

answers : much easier to analyze 
• Avoid Nominal scales
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Psyc 402 Project - Deadlines
• See Syllabus
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Literature Review
• Types of articles 
• Searching in PsycInfo 
• Other Sources
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Types of Articles
• Original Research (aka “Empirical Study”) 

• the most common type: the author(s) run an 
experiment, collect data, analyze it, and write up their 
conclusions 

• Review (aka “Literature Review”) 
• not to confused with a “Book Review” or “Peer Review” 
• provides a summary of a topic or field of research 
• reads other articles 
• does NOT do any original research 

• Meta Analysis 
• a type of literature review that also does some 

statistical research 
• re-analyzes other research
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Searching PsycInfo
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Searching PsycInfo
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Search : Anxiety
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Anxiety Results
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Type of Publication
• Methodology 
• Empirical Study 

• aka Original Study 
• Literature Review 

• aka Review
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Other Sources
• Some journals specialize in Review articles 
• http://annualreviews.org


