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Exercise #3 – Literature Review 
Psyc 402 – Spring 2015 – Dr. Diehr

Due at start of next class session (Tuesday March 03) for full credit (10 points)
Resources Needed:

· A Pharos Print Card (available from the Library) or another way to print
Overview
In this exercise, you will search for a specific kind of scientific publications (Literature Review) from two different sources (PsycINFO and AnnualReviews).  This will also serve as an introduction to the Project Proposal due later in the semester.  For this exercise, you should start thinking about topics (constructs) that interest you for your research proposal.  You are welcome to use the articles you choose in this assignment for your project (but you are not required to).
Step 1A – Search for articles on a Construct using PsycINFO
· Pick a “top level” construct from the field of psychology, for example “Anxiety” (you may not use “anxiety” – pick something else)

· Do a PsycINFO search on this topic.

· Note the # of matching results you found: _______ . If you found over 1000 matching results, good. If fewer than 1000, your construct may be too narrow – pick a different construct.

Step 1B – Find a Literature Review article on the topic

· In your PsycINFO search results, click on the Methodology heading and choose literature review.  

· Note the # of matching results you found: _______ . If you found more than 10 reviews, good.  If you found fewer than 10, your construct may be too narrow – go back to step 1 and pick a different construct.

Step 1C – Choose one article

Browse the list of matching Review articles.   Chose one that meets these criteria:

· The article must be a traditional scientific article (don’t pick a Dissertation, Book Chapter, Website, etc.)
· The article is available in full-text PDF format

· The article is from the field of Psychology (in other words, don’t pick an article that is from Economics, Math, Physics, Sociology, Biology, etc.)  Both the content of the review article AND the journal it is published in will be considered.
Get the PDF.
Step 2A – Search for a Review article using Annual Reviews

· Go to the website http://annualreviews.org  which publishes numerous journals containing only literature review articles.   

· Click the Journals tab and select the Psychology journal
· Search for your construct (Note: make sure the button This Journal is selected for your search)
· Note the # of matching results you found: __________ . If you found more than 5 reviews, good.  If you found fewer than 5, your construct may be too narrow – go back to step 1A and pick a different construct.

Step 2B – Choose one article

Browse the list of matching Review articles.   Chose one that meets these criteria:

· The review article directly covers the construct.  (It is OK if the name of the construct isn’t in the title of the article, as long as the article content is appropriate)

· The article must be a different article than you chose in Step 1

· The article must have some overlap with the article you chose in Step 1

Get the PDF.

Step 3 – Identify some of the Facets, Factors or “sub constructs” of your construct
Using either one of your articles, find a section where the article breaks down the construct into smaller parts.  For example, the construct of “anxiety” is often defined as having three components:  cognitive (future-oriented thoughts), emotional (dysphoria), and physiological (muscle tension).  Note the article and page # and use this to answer question 3 on the next page.  [Note:  If neither of your articles provides this info, you may need to choose a different article.]  
Preparing your Assignment
On the next page you will find a cover page – please answer the questions and submit this along with your article printouts.
FirstName LastName   

Psyc 402 Exercise 3 – Literature Review
Date: (today’s date)

Checklist:   
Make sure you turn a printed packet containing…


This page - with your name at the top and answers to the questions below (typed)


The first 2 pages of the Review article from PsycINFO (full-text PDF only)

The first 2 pages of the Review article from AnnualReviews (full-text PDF only)

Print, staple and turn in a packet containing the 5 pages (this page + 2 pages x 2 articles) in order.
Questions:

	1A
	What is your construct?

	Example: 
Anxiety



	
	# of PsycINFO hits (all matches)

	999

	1B
	# of PsycINFO hits (Literature Reviews)

	99

	1C
	APA-format Citation of chosen Review article from PsycINFO

	Example:

Diehr, MC (2015). Psychology 402 Exercise 3. (in-class assignment).  California State University, San Marcos



	2A
	# of AnnualReviews hits


	9

	
	APA-format Citation of chosen Review article from AnnualReviews

	Example:
Diehr, MC (2015, February). Validity. Psychology 402.  Lecture conducted from California State University, San Marcos



	3
	Define the component parts of your construct (also called “facets”, “factors”, “sub-constructs” etc.)
Copy & paste the text in which the construct is defined.  Put the quotation in quotes and include the APA-format citation.   Please limit your quotation to fit in this box.
	Example:

“The construct of anxiety consists of three factors:  Cognitive, Emotional, and Physiological.  The cognitive component consists of thoughts about the future.  The Emotional component consists of negative feelings and dysphoria.  The Physiological component includes elevated heart rate, blood pressure, muscle tension and…”  (Diehr, 2015)




